News Fbom Belgium 

Inbel, London, 13. V 1. — Zivil-Kommissar 
Hahn has circularized a letter to the burgo- 
masters of the various parishes of Brussels, 
drawing their attention to the “flood of in- 
scriptions painted or chalked all over the houses 
of Greater-Brussels.” 

The letter reads on: 

“So far, the parishes have taken no initiative 
in the matter, except when the German authori- 
ties have given specific orders to remove the 
inscriptions. 

“To put an end to this scandal, I enjoin the 
burgomasters of all Brussels to entrust to the 
police, or to special squads under police super- 
vision, the immediate and regular removal of 
any writings on the walls. It is also the duty 
of the police to prevent such writings. If, in the 
future the inscription on houses of letters such 
as “R.A.F.”, “V”, etc., is not brought to an 
end, the communities will he held responsible 
for such expressions of opinion and the popula- 
tion must expect punishment as for acts of 
sabotage. 

“You are requested to advise me within a 
week of the steps which have been taken to stop 
inscriptions on the houses.” 

Inbel, London, 22. YI. — Following the di- 
rections outlined by the Belgian bishops, the 
curate of Bouehout has refused the Holy Com- 
munion to members of the extremist militia 
who had come to the Communion bench. 

o / 

London, ONA, 2. VII. — Belgians in increas j 
ing numbers are being sentenced by German 
courts martial for “insulting the German army? 
according to Nazi-controlled Belgian news- 
papers arriving in Stockholm. 1 

The Antwerp newspaper Volk en Staat, for 
example, reports that a 65-year-old former harl 
bor worker has been sentenced in Antwerp ta 
three months in jail for singing English songs! 
through an open window and throwing rubbish! 
onto the street when German soldiers were pass- 1 

by. The man was also accused of yelling | 
“if only these German bastards were gone” in | 
the direction of a room where a German em- \ 
ploye was living. 

Another man was sentenced to a 15-month 
term after he bad been arrested trying to cross 
the Dutch frontier with papers insulting Hitler 
on him. One of the papers had four animals 
drawn on it which, if folded, represented a 
caricature of Hitler. 


July 26, 1941 

Following discovery in the Antwerp South 
Station of inscriptions reading “R.A.F. For- 
ever” and “New Order Means Hunger” a sus- 
pected shipping agency employe was arrested, 
Volk en Staat reports. Although there was no 
evidence against the employe on that specific 
charge, he was fined 575 francs because he was 
pro-English, had reportedly often said that Eng- 
land would win and called Germans Boches. 


London, JTA, 8. VII — Stricter measures 
against Jews in Belgium have been enacted by 
Nazi authorities there, according to reports 
reaching Belgian circles here. The new anti- 
Jewish restrictions provide: 

1. All Jews must surrender their radios. 

2. No bank is permitted to accept further 
deposits from Jews. 

3. Jews are no longer permitted to dispose 
of their property without the authorization of 
the Nazi military commander. 

4. Jews must deliver to the National Bank 
all their foreign exchange holdings. 

5. Jewish firms must print the word “Jew- 
ish” on their stationery in French, German and 
Flemish. ______ 


Times , 17. V II — 1941 — “F obtissimi 
/Sunt Belgae” — “For administering with con- 
/ summate artistry a classic snub to the Kaiser’s 
Imperial Army, Adolphe Max, late Burgo- 
master of Brussels, was imprisoned. It was the 
only method the Germans could contrive for 
dealing with the effrontery of the bearded little 
man who insisted upon treating them not as 
conquerors but as usurpers. Wearing his chains 
of office and his high hat, Burgomaster Max 
escorted the Kaiser’s army into his city in a 
gesture of supreme contempt and then refused 
to shake hands with its commanding officer. 
When the military authorities plastered the 
l walls with posters, he personally tore them 
I down, asserting with frosty scorn that neither 
\ fi e n °r the City Council had granted permission 
\fer posting bills. 

He died in November, 1939, too early in the 
war to repeat his performance for Hitler’s 
hordes; but in Dr. F. J. Van de Meulebroeck, 
who succeeded him in the office he held for thirty 
years,, he left an understudy schooled in the 
tradition. Reports from London indicate that ! 



